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ordered that he be buried in the earth up to his neck, and trampl-
ed to death by elephants. The bodyguard accordingly took
Tennala Ramakrishna to the open plain outside the city, dug a
pit, placed him in it, and shovelled the earth around him, leaving
his head exposed. They then went off to fetch the royal
elephants. While they were gone, a hunchbacked man came that
way ; and seeing a man's head projecting from the ground, asked
in astonishment how he had managed to get buried like that.
Tennala Ramakrishna replied that for years he had suffered
much from having a hunchback, and had spent his all on doctors,
but none of them had been able to cure him ; that some one had
suggested that if he got buried up to his neck in the ground, his
bacF^buld straighten of itself. Being very anxious for relief, he
had got his friends to bury him. What he now wanted was that
some one should kindly dig him out. The hunchbacked man at
once set to work and released him. Then Tennala Ramakrishna
expressed great delight, and said, " See, I have lost my hunch-
back, and am perfectly straight again! Now you get in, and lose
your hunchback." So the man got in, and Tennala Ramakrishna
filled in the earth : and then went his way and hid himself. When
the bodyguard returned with the elephants, they were astonished
to find buried in the ground a man other than the one they had
put there. Having heard the man's story, they reported the
matter to. the king, who laughed so heartily at his jester's wit and
ingenuity, that he forgot his anger, pardoned the offender and
restored him to his office.